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1-PageSummary

At present, our Muslim young people are the lowest performing
religious group in British schodlbe prospects for significant
numbers offoung British Muslims are bleaducational
underachievement followed byskilled, casual etogment
unemploymendr crime For exampleni201046% of Muslim
boysgained five AC GCSE grades compared wifl§o of
Chinese boy81% of white British boynd68%o0f Indian

Hindu and Sikh boyResearch shows that a core part of this
problem ishat young Muslindstrong religious identitie®a
ignored at school and in tRational Curriculunrather than
beingnurtured and guided promote educational and personal
success

To address this situati®haykh Abdal Hakim Murad(Tim
Winter)of the University of CambridgaedProfessor Tariq
Ramadanof the University of Oxfordnd other leading
academicplease sqmmgeb) have cora together to collaborate

on apioneeringhreeyear project entitldeducating Young

Muslims to Succeed in Britain This project aims to develop

parts of the National Curriculum that are specifically designed to
help Muslim young people succeed in Britain in education and in
life on the basief rigorous empirical and theoretical research
ThePatrons of the projectdludeRt. Hon. Sadig Khan, MP
Member of Parliament for Tooting and Shadow Lord Chancellor
(please see p&)e

Over the three years of the pohjthe project team wikeliver

1 an educationalapproachto help young British Muslims
think about what imeans to be a Muslim in contemporary
Britainpublished and tested in academic papers and
seninars

1 abookto enabldéeacherso helpyoung British Muslims
think about what it means to be a Muslim in contemporary
Britain

9 three National Curriculum modulesdesigedfor young
British Muslimsn History and Religious Educatiand

9 annualinput into the National Curriculum Review
(20122014 to ensure that the curricular intere$the
Muslim Community arepresented

This project cannot happen withoutiydonating to it.To find
out how to give tthe Educating Young Muslims to Succeed
in Britain project,pleaseurn topage 2 of this document.
Thank you.

Truly God does change the condition of a people
until they change what is in themselves.

Quran13:11
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Introduction

Muslim children aréaéworst performing religious group in

Britainds school s.

When faced with the British school system, Muslim pupils very
often respond by:

abandoning faith in favour of a secular wodd or

defending their faith by retreat into an insular, reactitwrm
of I'slam and resisting 6Western

Both responses are damaging. The first abandons faith; the
second abandons personal success. Both responses leave our
childrends potential unful fillec

We need a framework that brings togethen isi¢h education

in Britain. This cannot be achieved without serious academic
research which is fully grounded in Islamraodntemporary
educational theory. Without this framework we risk never
achieving broad success as a community.

Why we are writhg to you

This document explains why we want to £28g& 000
to fundthisthree year Research Project at the Cambridge Muslim
College and what this project will achieve.

This project will not happen unless you and other people like you
are willing tdund it.

If, after reading this document, you want to dopatg 2 gives
details of how to do so.

If we are unable to raise the whole amoufi3 81,000by 3%t
October, 2011, the Cambridge Muslim College will return all
donations and the project witltrstart.

If we receive donations totaling more #3aril,000Qthe excess
donations will be returngdo ratee.g. if we receii® more
than we require we will retut@®6 of every donation.
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The Academic Team

A project ofthis importance neeigellectuainput of the
highest calibreombinig a deep understanding of Islam,
modern academic thought aridcontemporary British culture.
The following team has been assembled.

Academic Advisor

Shaykh Abdal Hakim Murad (Tim Winter)is the
Shaykh Zayed Lecturer in Islamic Studies at the Facu
Divinity of the University of CambridgedDean of the
Cambridge Muslim Collegm 2009, Shaykh Abdal
Hakimwas named one of tB80 Most Influential Muslirr
in the Worliy the Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Cent

.5 UNIVERSITY OF
» CAMBRIDGE

AcademicAdvisor

Professor Roy Bhaskais World Scholar at thestitute of
Educatio, Universityf Londonand the foader of the
philosophy of Critical Realism with an expertise in the
Philosophy of Religion. Critical Realism has had an
enormous influence on the natural and social sciences ovel
the past 25 yeatde has offered to mentor the

philosophical aspects of tresearch because he believes

@ Leading education that the outcomes of thisoject ae potentiallp g a-me

and social research

Intitute of Education c h a n dor thegedations between thieislim community

University of London

and British society at large.

Academic Advisor
Professor Tariqg Ramadans HH Sheikh Hamad Bin
Khalifa Al Thai Professor of Contemporary Islamic
Studies in the Faculty of Oriental Studies and Research
Fellow of St Antony's Collegethe University of Oxford.
He is a world authority on Islamic jurisprudence and
sociology He has written over 18 books includinghe a
European Muslim.2009, Professor Ramadan was listed
6'};5%'6%]) Prospect magazine ini4flace inth&Vor | d8s To
Intellectuals.
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Academic Advisor

Dr. Laura Zahra McDonaldis a Research Fellow at th
Institute of Applied Social Studies, University of
Birmingham, researching state and contynsegurity
and conflict transformation with particular focus on
Muslim communities, women and young pedjxe.
academic interests centre arahedelationship betwee
Islam, community and justice. After studying Social
Anthropology with subonoursm Arabic and Middle
Eastern Studies duet University of St Andrevisy,.
McDonaldcompleted her PhD at the Centre for Woiine
Studies at the University of York using fieldwork with
Muslim converts to explore wamsideas and activism
relation to Islansifeminismand the intersection of
genderethnicity, faith and natio8he is also a Visiting
Lecturer at the Cambridge Muslim College.

Academic Advisor

Dr. Edward KesslerMBE is the Executive Director of
The Woolf Institutén Cambridge and is also a Fellow of
StEd mu n d 6 sUni€eosltylofeCaraebridgéle has a
FirstClass Joint Honours Degreédiebrew & Religious
Studies from the University of Leadd a Master of
Theological Studi&@egredrom Harvard Divinity School.
He completed a PhD at the University of Cambridge.
2006, heeceivedhe Sternberg Interfaith Award from
philanthropist Sir Sigmund Sternberg "in recognition of
outstanding servicasfurthering relations between faiths
He was awarded the MBE for services to-iaitr
relations in 2011.

Project Researcher

Dr. Matthew Tariq Wilkinson waseducated at Eton
College wherelveas awar ded a pres
Scholarship (a fulcademic bursarghd at Tinity College,
Cambridge where his first year performanthédnlogy &
Religious Studiggas recognised by a scholarstep
completed his PhD entitledistory Curriculum, Citizenshi
Muslim Boys: Learningto Sackéed®d s Col | eg
earlier this year. He is the originator ofgtaenic Critical
Realismsynthesiand thecore framework dEssential Islamic
Education.

Matthew Tariq converted to Islamil991 anthereafter
gained an Islamic educationheQ u r, Baaialslamic
jurisprudence and tiheabic languageith traditional
scholars He hasaught Muslim pupils Islamic Studies anc
History fortwenty years mainstream and faith schools
and gaing Qualified Teacher Statodistory in 2003-e
also hagxensive practical and grassts experience of the
issues faced by Muslim pupils and parents in British sct
having served on the Musl
Committee since 2008.



The Patrons

The project is endorsed by leading Muslim Community patrons who
have lent their names to this research project as testimony that the
project represents the authentic and pressingafebddviuslim
Community for the greater good of British society.

Rt. Hon. Sadiq Khan, MPis the Member of Parliament for Tooting
and Shadow Lord Chancellor and Shadow Secretary of State for
Justice. He was both the first Asian and the first Muslirend att
Cabinet. From October 2008 to June 2009, Mr. Khan was
Parliamentary Und&ecretary of State in the Department for
Communities & Local Government. kied special responsibility: for
community colson, religion and belief, race prelenting violent
extremism. Apart from his Parliamentary duties, Mr. Khan has a keen
interest in education as the governor of two primary schools and
patron of the Polka Theatre Compavr. Khard lsook Fairness Not
FavoursHow to Réonnect with British Mustimsheprestigious

Jenny Jeger Award for Best Fabian Society Publication. In this
publication Mr. Khan highlighted, amongst other things, the role that
education has to play in promoting the personal and civic success of
young Muslims in Britain.

M(B

Research & Documentation

Somintine Council of Britain. The MCBis a national representative Muslim

The Muslim Council of Britain

The Resarch& Documentation Committee of theMuslim

umbrella body with over 500 affiliated national, regional and local
organisationscludingmosques, charities and schdtddkesearch &
Documetation Committee is an academic and researcher network
that supports the activities of the MCB through policy briefings, survey
work and supporting research of relevance to the Muslim community.
I't has already successfeldndoginc ol |
cofundingandce uper vi sing Dr . \WHidtolyi nso
Curriculun€itizenship & Muslim Boys: Learning to Succeed?

Dr. Muhammad Abdul Bari, MBE, is Chairman of the

Board of Trustees at the East London Mosque & London
Muslim CentréLondor first mosque). He received his
doctorate and qualified as a teacher from King's College
London. He has served East London's diverse communities in
various capacities for three decades. He was Séeestars

of the Muslim Council ofrain fom 2006 until 201t
recognition of his services to the community, Dr. Bari was
conferred an MBE in 2003. He is on the Organising
Committee Board for the 2012 Summer Olympics.

Mr. Mohammed Aminis Vice Chairman of tli&nservative Muslim
Forunand was the first Muslinapnerat Price Waterhouse, UK. Most
recentl vy, Mr . Ami n JvHeas of Blamicc e wa t
Finance in the UK. He has made presentations on Islamic Finance
around the world as well as advising the UK Government and is active
in a number of inteiaith and Muslim communibygansations.




The institutions involved

5] CAMBIDGE MUSLIM COLLEGE The Cambridge Muslim College supports the development

]t e Sl of training and Islamic scholarship to help meet the many
challenges facing Britain todays dedicated to maintaining
academic excellence and pushing the boundaries of Islamic
learning in the Vg& Drawing on resources and expertise in
Cambridge and beyond, ambridge MuslimcCl | ege & s
mission is to help translate the many existing strengths of British
Muslims into stronger, more dynamic institutions and
communities.

The Cambridge Muslim Cajk is the ideal host for this project
because it combines a commitment to rigorous Islamic
scholarship with the resources of the University of Cambridge.

- ﬁ SEHCN¥IRg The Woolf Institute is dedicated to studying relations between
5 E | ‘] Jews, Christians and Muslims tghmut the ages. It consists of

— - .. The Centre for the Study of Jew3iristian Relations (CJCR),
O = “['*’I'" e The Centre for the Study of Musliewish Relations (CMJR)
g A et and The Centre for Public Education (CPE). The Institute

provides a stimulating learning environmerd thverse
student body and offers a range of educational programmes in
Cambridge and videarning.

The Woolf Institute is also Associate Member of the Cambridge
Theological Federatiofhe Cambridge Theological Federation
brings together eleven ingiibns through which people of
different churches, including Anglican, Methodist, Orthodox,
Reformed and Roman Catholic, train for various forms of
Christian ministry and service.

The Woolf Institute is an ideal partner fag groject because
of its expertise in intéaith education. It will also facilitate
drawing orthe longstanding Jewish experience of being a
minority community defined by fath withina majority
societyof a different faith.

nstitute of Educaion only Higher Education Institution the Unted Kingdom

University of London

ﬁ Leading education The Institute of Education, University of London is the

dedicated entirely to education and related areas of social
science. lItis the UK's leading centre for studies in educati
and related disciplines.

Professor Bhaskardés position at
Universityof Londonprovides a conduit to acsée Institute of
Educati onds ext ermschastelargestde mi ¢ r
educational library in Europed willensure that the project is

grounded in the latest educational theory.



Why this project is needed

This project will develop an educational framework for the
school curriculum that brings together a deep understanding of
Islam and education in Britain.

Modernity has been problematic for Muslims

Since thaixteentltentury, the Muslim world has attempted to
embracehe trappingsf modernity, such as ratistatesand the
capitalist economwvhilst by and large retainattitudes to faith
that haveorevented the majority of the Muslim world from
responding effectively to the technological, sociaitatidctual
changesf the kst four hundred yearshi3 has been
accompanieby palitical fragmentation and maghifts of power
both within and outside the traditionally Muslinidvor

Thisstagnatiomas been due, in part, to the fact it
foundationof modernityd the split of publicalw from private
religious beliefwascontradictory to the world view of Muslims
Both worship@ i b and sotial behaviomn ¢ 6 a)méslam t
are deriveffom the Revelation of tl@ u r @cthe Prophetic
practice $unngof Muhammad (peade upon him) and
therdore thissplitis contradictory to taaditional Islamiworld
view.

As a resultmany Muslims todg@grceive disconnecbetween
their professional lives in nogligious contexts atikeir
religious beliefThis hasbeenmade worsby the absencé a
contemporary philosophy of Islanctmnecteligion and daily
life andto understand Islam in the modern worlkhishas
resulted in two default positiasfsfaithbeing available for
contemporary Muslims:

the bandonment of iimitavour of the scientific, professionalised
world-view or

the defence ofifficéthvay that often involves setiiipga range of
false par opposites to buttress fadtich asislam v. The West
Global Brothdnood v. National Citenship Shariah v National
Law- in a way that is inconsistent viting a successful life in
Britain

At a practicdevel, many Muslims in the West have now begun to
livein Britain with outstanding success in business, politics, the
professions, spoand culture. All Britons canrtkiof successful
British Muslims However, there is a large urdass of

disaffected young British Muslims who fail at school, become
unemployable, often dabble in drugs andriespiration for
personal and profesealsuccess. Many end up in pristere
Muslims comprise ¢.10% of the UK prison population.

10



The project tearbelieve that thieindamental problem is the lack
of a framework that connects Britidbritity with Islamic belief
andconnectdelief in the power of formal edtica with the
Islamicagirationfor learning.

This irability ofsomeMuslinsto engage ith the contemporary
world and theeluctance of the secular wadatmbrace pgde
who ae motivated by faith has caused treleged crises
amongstmanyyoung Muslim in the West

Entrenched political and cultural alienation Thisleads to

gang behaviour ghettoised communities and a mutual fear of
cultural engagement between Muslimsandluslims,
especially in educational settings.

Widespread educational underachievememspecially
amongsMuslimmales at secondary levebr exampleni2010
46% of Muslim boygained five AC GCSE grades compared
with 70% of Chinese boysl% of vhite British boyand68%

of Indian Hindu and Sikh boy3e s p i t eLewlaesults, A
the participation of female Muslims at university lavedés

21%, considerably lower tithe nationalemaleaverage of

over 50%.

Occasional violent extremismwhich in Britain has been largely

a O6kaoamevnd phenomenon: the 7/7
up in Britain and educated in refigious mainstream state

schools.

Inadequate SchoolCurricula

The current school curriculum in Englé&aits tohelp young
MuslimssucceedAt the moment, the Humanities subjects which
could potentially help are not prioritised by govents, schools

or, indeed, Muslim parents due taow and false

understanding of what makes people employable and successful.

Recent research shows ti&tory and Religious Studies, two
subjects thatoung Muslimiend to like andonsiderelevant to
making sense of themselves and the world around them, are
underdeveloped and undealued

Religious Education onlysuperficially compares religious
practice and belief and often does not help Muslim pupils think
about and debate difficult religious issues

The present National Curriculdion History contains radules

on theHistory of Isldut these are optional and almost never
taught. Furthermore, titistory of Islanodules and the rest of

the History curriculum fail to set contemporary issues that affect

11



the relationship between Muslims moilMuslimsin a deeper
historical contd.

Supplementary Islamic Education whether irmadrasas in
supplementary Saturday Schools failgrtnect Islamic learning
with formal, mainstream education.

What is needad change thisituationis a vision of what it
means to be a Muslim in a médith country and the
dissemination of that vision into schodlsis will enablgoung
Muslimsto reflect on the meanimyg livingin successfulo-
existence with people of other fadhs of no faitlwhilst being
committel to their own religian

12
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Outputs year by year

Over the three year period of the project (2@),1the project
teamwith Dr. Matthew Tarig Wilkinson as the Principal
Researchewill develop this educational framework on the basis
of the mostigorous contemporary educational and Islamic
scholarship, design the curriculum material for English schools at
Key Stages 3 and 4 for Religious Education and History and make
every effort to ensure that this material impacts on the National
Curriculum Reew which is currently open until 2014. This will

be the first stage of a process that will subsequently include
piloting and testing the curriculum material, designing a Masters
Degree for teacher training and thinking about the education of
Muslims in tke international context.

Table of Outputs 201114

201112 | 201213 | 201314

Academic papers 3

Educational books 1

National Curriculum Modules 3
Lectures 3 2 3
Seminars and conferences 3 3 3
Contribution to the 1 1 1

National Curriculum Review

14



Year 1 The development of the cor¢heoreticalframeworkfor the
education of Muslimsin Britain using the philosophy of
Critical Realism

Critical Realism is a branch of philosophy which takeskeriou
the sphere of religious action and belief and calls for a deep
rational consistency between what we know and laelgewdat
we do.

Critical Realism suggests that in some sense religious belief must
be true because all beliefs have effects in thitamd so must
be taken seriously.

This makes Critical Realism an appropriate branch of thought for
considering Islain the school curriculubrecause th@uran

states again and again the core partnership between sound belief
and good social belaur asa platform for the whole of religion.

We refer to the synthesis that results fronshisieed
understandingslslamic Critical Realism.

Year 1 of this projedtill involve the developmenttbg core
ideas ofslamic Critical Redlisrdebatevithinthe Cambridge
Muslim Collegatseminars and presentations, amate widely
through relevant peegviewed academic publications.

Islamic Critical Redidmased upon thr@einciplesoutlined
belowthat demonstrate tlowmpatibilitypetweerCriticalRealist
thoughtandlislamic doctrine and practice and how the two may
mutually enrich one anotherhelp young British Muslim think
deeply about their faith.

These principles, which will be worked upear 1to a high
level of academigourareandthatin Years 2 and\8ill be the
basis of the curriculum materiat are

a. A shared commi tPmesd t to 6Serious

0 S e inithe @ritical Realist sense means that your practices and
behaviour are consistent with your knowledge and.Wlefs

thisocar s, you aThibprireiplas bdltputoha i s 6 .
critiqgue ofthe dominant strals of Western rationality as
duns.slam cu DB er i ousd | nbedadsée s phi |
once you have committed to a doctrinal belief, you have also
committel to a practice. The outcome of friacticeif it is

completeought to be adarmoniouselationship with God.

The fact that the idea of O0seric
Qur dan is eviddeaaprastusedto t he f act
characterise believers 6 Th o s e avdh® rbied hteevaceu s a
(e.gQu r B &283)is the most repeated of @Il r Plaases.c

The Arabic pronouwa(and)hereindicates an intrinsic

partnership not an extrinsic relationship
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